
             Phrasal verbs 

• Jump at 

When he was offered a job he jumped at the chance. 

• Live on  

We cannot live on such a small income. 

• Pay out  

I will pay you out for this harm. 

• Pay up 

Unless you pay up I will not give you more. 

• Point out 

He pointed out some mistakes in my essay. 

• Ring off 

He rang off before I could ask his name. 

• Round up 

After the riots the police rounded up all suspects. 

• Rub up  
You must work hard to rub up your English. 
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• Pin down 

It is difficult to pin down the exact causes of this 

tragedy. 

• Play up  

When the visitors come children start playing up. 

• Press on 

Don’t be discouraged press on and hope for the 

best. 

• Pull round 

The patient will soon pull round. 

• Sink in 

I could not sink in what he had said. 

• Sit out 

Some players sat out of the match. 

• Slip up 

In a hurry I must have slipped up some where. 

• Stick at 

When he has to stick up with some strangers 

there. 
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• To be sent down 

He was sent down from the university and never 

got a degree. 

• Step up 

This news machine will step up production. 

• Burst in 

He burst interrupted our discussion. 

• Bring in 

The army brought him in for disorderly behavior. 

• Brush up 

You had better brush up your English. 

• Clear off  

Clear off and leave me alone. 

• Cry off 

He promised to help me but now he has cried 

off. 

• Hand out  

Please help me to hand out these pamphlets. 
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• Hold back 

You should not hold back such useful 

information. 

• Head off 

He always heads off awkward questions about 

his past. 

• Iron out  

Let us iron our differences of opinion. 

• Knock off 

Workers here usefully knock at six o’clock. 

• Let off 

I will let you off this time but do not do it. 

• Leave up to 

I will leave up to the expectation of my parents. 

• Mess around 

Get on with your work and stop messing around. 

• Pass out 

She passed out because of the heat and stuffy 

atmosphere. 
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